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In our new house, Whether it's a small cabin on many acres

Daddy says we'll
have a lot of
elbow room.

or a big house on one, call a real estate
lender at First Interstate Bank today.
We're right here in your community to

help your family make dreams a reality.

Whatever that is.

0 First Interstate Bank

™
Across Montana and Wyoming. It's our home too.

i
— Over 50 branches. Over 130 ATMs. wwuw.firstinterstate.com —
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Stewart Confirmed as MBIA New Executive Director

The Montana Building Industry Association Board of Directors
confirmed the selection of Dustin Stewart as the new Executive
Director during the Fall Board of Directors’ meeting. The
Executive Director position was vacated by the retirement of
Byron Roberts.

Stewart has been with the MBIA for the past two years, serving
as the Association’s Government Affairs Director. He has

also served as the Executive Director of the Montana Mining
Association and the Montana Business Leadership Council.

“The MBIA is one of the strongest associations in the state and
I look forward to continuing that tradition,” said Stewart. “It is
obvious that I have big shoes to fill, and I will do my best to help

the industry and the Association continue to grow.”

Though MBIA has a new Executive Director the goals and the objectives of the Association
remain the same. The MBIA will continue to place an emphasis on developing commonsense
land use laws, building codes, and building fees. Additionally, the Association will continue
to promote the industry, especially during the difficult market that Montana is currently
experiencing.

“T have had a chance to get to know the Association and members over the last two years,”
added Stewart, “I am ready to hit the ground running.”

Make Your Vote Count!

by Richard Smith, President of the MBIA

We are in an increasingly volatile cycle in our nation’s history. The stock market is running
in all directions and all across our great nation home values have seen more directional
changes than most bankers can handle. As most of us have noticed, this is now affecting our
economy, our industry and our jobs.

Part of the problem is that folks looking to move to Montana can’t sell their homes in other
areas of the country. An additional burden is the desire of government officials to create greater
land use regulations that raise the price of homes, even those in the entry level. Compounding
the problem is our national concern with international terrorism and the ongoing war in the
Middle East. Not to mention the taxes needed to pay for all of this. We now find ourselves in
what many people consider one of the most important times in our nation’s history.

So the question is: Who do we feel has the experience and ability to move our great nation
forward and navigate the storm that is upon us? As an old master once said “CHOOSE
WISELY”. Consider all the effects of the one you select for local, state and national offices;
your decisions will determine your future and your children’s future.

(continued on pg. 2)

Byron Roberts Receives the
Lifetime Acheivement Award

by Bill Pierce, Past President of the MBIA

Many of us had the idea that we would like
to present Byron with something special

in recognition of all he has done for the
association during his tenure as Executive
Director of the MBIA. We soon realized
that there was not anything we could easily
do that would reflect our admiration for
this man and his accomplishments.

We meet many people in our travels
through life that just seem to occupy a job
or a function, but who don’t really make
much of a difference in what they do or
who they touch in their lives. Then there
are those people who make a difference
in this world. Those individuals are pas-
sionate about what they do, along with
being energetic, and tireless and building
enthusiasm in everyone around them.
They do what they say they are going

to do, and do it with a smile. They are
respectful and mindful of the needs of
others and they are seldom critical. They
rarely speak or boast of their accomplish-
ments and they have an uncanny ability
to make the other person look good by
giving those around them credit for an
idea or accomplishment even if it really
wasn’t all that person’s own idea.

\

Left to right: Bill Pierce, Byron Roberts and
wife Carla.

(continued on pg. 2)
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